POMP   AND   DECAY             89

under Louis XL, had now gained Brittany
by the somewhat shameful marriage of its
Duchess Anne to Charles VIII. Charles, an
ugly dwarf, but attractive, and by tempera-
ment a crusader, had claims through the
house of Anjou on Naples, on the Holy
Land. He was invited across the Alps by
Ludovico il Moro, Duke of Milan, and
reached Asti September 9, 1494. His advent,
as a saviour and a scourge, had been foretold
by Savonarola, whose mighty words were
shaking Florence and Italy.

Girolamo Savonarola (1452-1498) was a
"Dominican, last of the great mediaeval friars,
prophet and martyr of the Catholic Reforma-
tion, which he did not live to see. Coming to
Florence in 1481, his rudeness of speech (he
was a native of Ferrara, not a Tuscan)
gained him scanty audience. At San Gemig-
nano he beheld the vision of the sword over
Italy; the Church was to be chastened and
renewed. His sermons at Brescia, strongly
marked by symbolism, were echoed far and
wide; when he came back to Florence in
1489 his lectures on the Apocalypse threw
men into ecstasy, and he carried the people
"with him. The friar was not an obscurantist;
but he mourned over the ruin of the Church;